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the white cotton vest (choh\ the waistcloth (dhofi), and a small flat red or white turban (pagri). A short coat (angarakko) fastened with tapes completes their costume, In the Frontier District the pagri is replaced by a small round cap or loose white turban.
Muhammadan women generally wear a cotton vest (sholi\ red cotton trousers (suthan\ and a shawl (rao) thrown over the head. In some parts a skirt (faro), mostly of red cotton, is worn instead of trousers. Baloch women wear a long white gown (ghagho\ reaching to the ankles. Parda women, when they venture out in public, are enveloped from head to foot in the long white burko^ which corresponds to the yashmak of the nearer East. Hindu women wear a white muslin vest (cholo), a red cotton skirt (peshgir), and a white muslin shawl (rao\ which is replaced in public by a thicker garment (chadar) drawn over the face, leaving only one eye exposed. In the desert, the women wear a red cotton skirt, fully plaited, known as the ghaghro. Among Hindu ladies of the upper classes garments of a semi-European cut are coming into favour ; the rudimentary Sindi slippers covering only the toes are being displaced by the European shoe, and the unwholesome fashion of encasing both entire arms in ivory bangles, which once put on are never removed till the wearer dies or becomes a widow, is gradually losing influence. Married women among both Muhammadans and Hindus are generally distinguished by the nose-ring.
In the cities substantial storeyed houses are common; in Karachi, stone is used; in Hyderabad, brick; and in Upper Sind, sun-dried brick. These, however, are the dwellings of the wealthy; the majority live in mud houses devoid of verandas and of all but the smallest window apertures. The Muhammadan peasantry live in wattle huts or mud cottages. The large landowners of the Frontier District usually have substantial bungalows surrounded by high crenellated walls; and everywhere the Muhammadan nobleman surrounds his private apartments with a wall (alam pandh\ sheltering them from the public gaze.
The favourite game of the Sindls is wrestling (malakhro\ in which the negroes or Sldis are the most expert performers. At fairs and festivals a wrestling competition is certain to be one of the chief attractions. The national sport of the Baloch is horse-racing; the great meeting is held at the Jacobabad horse show, but there are generally races at Baloch wedding feasts, and matches and small sweepstakes are not uncommon. Cock-, quail-, partridge-, and ram-fighting are also popular amusements with the lower classes; in the riverain forests hog-baiting is occasionally practised. Hawking was formerly the favourite pastime of the Muhammadan nobility and gentry; but it is being driven out by the universal taste for breechloaders, which, however, are rarely discharged at a bird on the wing.